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Record unemployment and rampant corporate avarice, empty houses but homeless families, dwindling
opportunities in an increasingly paralyzed nation—these are the realities of 21st-century America, land of the
free and home of the new middle class poor. Award-winning broadcaster Tavis Smiley and Dr. Cornel
West, one of the nation’s leading democratic intellectuals, co-hosts of Public Radio’s Smiley & West, now
take on the “P” word—poverty.

The Rich and the Rest of Us is the next step in the journey that began with “The Poverty Tour: A Call to
Conscience.” Smiley and West’s 18-city bus tour gave voice to the plight of impoverished Americans of all
races, colors, and creeds. With 150 million Americans persistently poor or near poor, the highest numbers in
over five decades, Smiley and West argue that now is the time to confront the underlying conditions of
systemic poverty in America before it’s too late.

By placing the eradication of poverty in the context of the nation’s greatest moments of social
transformation— such as the abolition of slavery, woman’s suffrage, and the labor and civil rights
movements—ending poverty is sure to emerge as America’s 21st ?century civil rights struggle.

As the middle class disappears and the safety net is shredded, Smiley and West, building on the legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr., ask us to confront our fear and complacency with 12 poverty changing ideas. They
challenge us to re-examine our assumptions about poverty in America—what it really is and how to
eliminate it now.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Rich and the Rest of Us: A
Poverty Manifesto is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Chris Hernandez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Rich and the Rest of Us: A Poverty
Manifesto, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Christopher Jaeger:

The Rich and the Rest of Us: A Poverty Manifesto can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Rich and the
Rest of Us: A Poverty Manifesto although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Leticia Bennet:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Rich and the Rest of Us: A Poverty Manifesto can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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